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Student Coalition
Wright State University
Dayton, Ohio
May 21, 1969
Dear Sir:
It has been the experience of many of the students and a sizeable number
of professors, that the present bookstore on campus is inadequate, inefficient
and totally lacking in offering a realistic selection of books. For some
months now, a few of us have had an idea, and with the birth and flowering
of the Student Coalition, our idea can now become a reality.
Student Coalition (Please note the inclosed operating document) is a
broad-based, constructively oriented group of students who want to offer
viable, long-reaching alternatives to the university community, through a
planned program of application to areas and issues that are future oriented.
We believe that one of the strongest ways to dispell pessimism is to be
involved in constructive issues and projects and goals that involve people
collectively and positively. We believe that positive constructive accom
plishment can weld people together into a real community, can sensitize
people to each other and to some of the real-world needs that are pressing
in upon us.
One of the primary project areas is the Bookstore area. We feel that
there is a definite need for an alternative to our present campus store,
that there is a pressing need for a source of funding for student projects,
and with this in mind, we have taken definite, positive steps to see that
a student book exchange becomes a reality. As coordinator of the bookstore
project, I have taken the following steps:
(I) Secured location(at no initial cash outlay) at 665 Salem Ave.(The
First Unitarian Church). As a member of the Board of Trustees, as the
Church Treasurer, and as the Church Bookstore Manager and Secretary next
year, I have been able to secure tentative approval for use of the facility.
I'll be working at the church this summer on a regular basis, and we will
be able to throw open our doors, Monday-Friday 1:30 to 5:30 and Sunday
10:30-1:00 for the sale of books (New and Used).
(2) Established accounts with at least one half dozen publishers and
mailing correspondence with hundreds of others. We now receive mailings from
most of the publishers in the U.S.
(3) Secured an initial inventory of mixed subject, new softbacks and
hardbacks ($1300.00) on which we can make at least ten percent. The church
would give us this on sales of these hooks, which are theirs.
(4) Secured over two dozen students willing to donate their time and
resources to making the bookstore a success.
(5) Actively started soliciting the general student body and faculty
for their used softbacks, texts, and general reading books that they might
be willing to sell. Books are being left with us, and it is indicated on
each book the price that the seller whes to receive. We are then marking
up the books twenty percent and putting them out for sale. When they are
sold, the seller will be mailed a check.
We will be opening, for the hours above indicated, on June 10, 1969,
and due to our present lack of capital, we will be dealing mainly with used
books this summer. We do realize, though, that to be successful and to b
e able to offer a reasonable alternative to the present bookstore, we will need
(1)

to start carrying new texts in the Fall, and there are two areas of interest
that need to be satisfied before we can do this.
First, we have to know if You, as a faculty member, would be interested
and/or willing to supply us with your class book requirements, starting the
Fall Quarter? We can only offer books if we have some idea of what books
will be required!
Second, although we can get by new on the limited capital we have, we
wonder if you, as a faculty member, would be willing to invest, either money
or a guaranteed credit line ($25 up) so that we might have either cash or
credit with which to purchase a volume of texts? We are prepared to offer
a token interest (5%) on all such monies, and I will personally guarantee,
as bookstore manager, all monies advanced. If you think the idea is a
viable one but don't have the inclination or the money to invest, then your
guarantee for possible credit backing would he enough for us to establish a
credit line with some publishers (Like Longs Bookstore in Columbus, one of
the largest used text dealers in the Country).
We think a bookstore should offer certain services not now available,
such as:
(1) At least 10% discount on all books to students.
(2) At least 15% discount on all books to faculty.
(3) Stocking certain key texts in the different fields, whether they
are required reading or not.
(4) Carrying charge accounts for faculty, with monthly billings.
(5) Be able to order books by phone(24 hours notice), and try to
secure weekly delivery.
(6) Whenever possible, carry good used books, rather than new texts,
for course requirements(A real savings to the students and faculty).
To be successful, then, we will need your cooperation.
Would you please, if time is available, answer the enclosed questionaire, and return it to Student Coalition, in the envelope enclosed. I am
writing this letter to you from a dual perspective. First, I see a need for
an alternative bookstore, and second, I have already talked to a few of
the faculty, and have been encouraged by their interest and support. I eagerly
await your reply.
Thank you.

MIKE SMILACK
CHAIRMAN OF STUDENT COALITION
and BOOKSTORE MANAGER
P.S.
If you have any used texts or general softbacks you wish to sell,
bring them to our Student Coalition pick-up table in the lobby of Allyn
Hall. Also, if you would want to support us by making an announcement in
your classes, that we are picking up books for resale, it would be
greatly appreciated.
P.S. Student Coalition is having a paper drive next Tuesday-Thursday,
and we will have a trailer parked in the parking lot for paper nick-up.
Could you announce, in your classes, that we'll be picking up old newspapers
(No magazines)? Thank You.

(2)

QUESTIONAIRE
(Please return)

I. Do you support the idea of an alternative bookstore?
2.

3.

4.

5.

Would you be able to supply us with reading lists,
starting in the Fall?

YES NO

YES NO

Would you be willing to guarantee to us a personal
credit line?
$25
Other
$50
$100

YES NO

Would you be willing to actually invest money in
the bookstore, at a token
interest?
$25
$50
$100
Other

YES NO

Additional Comments:

If you answered yes to either 3 or 4 above, would you please fill
out the following agreement:
I,
, hereby
, do, this date
,
and
understand
that
invest money/credit (Circle one) for $
any money invested is invested for a one year period of time, from the above
mentioned date, at the rate of 5% on the principal amount, and said money
to be repaid in quarterly installments, from the date of investment. If a
credit guarantee is given, I understand no interest will be paid. I also
understand that all monies invested will be guaranteed, by the bookstore,
and by Mike Smilack personally.
SIGNED:

MIKE SMILACK-BOOKSTORE MANAGER

STUDENT COALITION

OUR

REASON FOR ACTION IS:
To increase the spectrum of alternatives.
To offer people a chance to be constructively involved where
they can show personal involvement and be able to see their
programs realized.
To exchange ideas.
To strengthen the University Community.
To be open to problems of the University.

TO ACCOMPLISH OUR AIMS:
A firm but open ended organization, with an executive board
comprised of two people from every project area.
(1) The Executive Board will:
Coordinate all project areas.
Arbitrate divided issues within the organization.
Initiate new areas of interest.
Collect, maintain, and disperse funds to project areas.
Increase as project areas increase.
Meet at least once a month.
Represent the organization officially
Have at least two voting faculty and administrators.

(2) The membership will be open to the University Community
without reservation.
(3) The present executive Board officers are:
TREASURER: LINDA HAYES
SECRETARY: RICHARD BISHOP
VICE-CHAIRMAN: LARRY HARZINSKI
CHAIRMAN:
MIKE SMILACK
(4) Initial project areas are:
Constitutional Reform and Revision
A Free Press Publication
A Student Book Exchange, Operating Off-Campus.
A Student Activities Board
A Professor Rating Handbook
Student Bus Stop Area
An Information Table.
(5) The organization will have a broad base of faculty advisors to:
Serve as a realistic laison between the students and the faculty,
offering a legitimate area of common concern and interaction.
Serve as an invaluable resource group.
The following faculty are advisors to Student Coalition:
Mr. Eskow
Dr. Ira Fritz
Dr. Dorn

Faculty
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
Dr.

advisors:
Eskow
Robert Adams
Joe Chao
Hough
Hussman

Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Dr.

Ira Fritz
Thobaben
Sherwin Klein
Cecil

Dr.
Dr.
Dr.
Mr.

Dorn
Gene Wade
Norman Cary
Becker

The Student Coalition, having met in an executive session
May 19, 1969, does hereby declare itself an official campus
organization, and appeals to the entire University Community for
its support. Everyone is welcome.

MIKE SMILACK
CHAIRMAN

